
HARRIS COUNTY FELONY PRETRIAL DETENTION REPORT
brought to you by the texas criminal justice coalition and the texas organzing project

ON AN AVERAGE NIGHT LAST WEEK, 5,118 PEOPLE WERE LOCKED IN A CAGE AT THE HARRIS COUNTY JAIL BECAUSE THEY COULDN'T AFFORD 
MONEY BAIL, EVEN THOUGH IT IS ILLEGAL TO JAIL PEOPLE SOLELY BECAUSE THEY ARE POOR. THIS REPORT USES JAIL POPULATION DATA 

PROVIDED BY HARRIS COUNTY TO COMPARE THE PRETRIAL DETENTION NUMBERS OF HARRIS COUNTY'S FELONY JUDGES.

JANUARY 3, 2021 - JANUARY 9, 2021*
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Harris County taxpayers spent over $2.6 MILLION on illegal pretrial detention this week. That's over 

TWICE the $1.3 million Harris County taxpayers spend every week on public health services, the public 

library, and pollution control COMBINED.
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*NEWLY SWORN IN JUDGES, INCLUDING JUDGE ANA MARTINEZ (179th DISTRICT COURT), JUDGE TE'IVA BELL (339th DISTRICT COURT), AND 
JUDGE NATALIA CORNELIO (351st DISTRICT COURT) ARE OMITTED FROM THIS REPORT. THESE JUDGES WILL BE INCLUDED IN REPORTS 

STARTING NEXT WEEK. THE PRETRIAL DETENTION TOTALS FROM THEIR COURTROOMS ARE INCLUDED IN THE CALCULATION OF THE NUMBER OF 
INDIVIDUALS HELD PRETRIAL AT THE HARRIS COUNTY JAIL ON AN AVERAGE NIGHT.


