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SECOND LOOK

Rids in Texas who are convicted of certain crimes are often given lengthy
prison sentences with no opportunity for parole for up to 40 years.

In fact, kids as young as 14 can be “certified” to stand trial as adults.

And many kids are sentenced under the “law of parties,” which forces them to
be held criminally responsible for the conduct of another person.

In 2012, the U.S. Supreme Court recognized that it is unconstitutional to deny a
young person a chance at rehabilitation. Since then, many states have begun
moving away from extreme sentencing for youth.

WE NEED TO GIVE PEOPLE A REAL PATH TO REDEMPTION

Texas should join states like Nevada, North Dakota, and West Virginia in
providing people an earlier opportunity for a parole hearing — one focused
on the extent to which they have successfully rehabilitated and matured.
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For more information, contact Jose Flores at
JFlores@TexasCJC.org



